Evidence for Defence.
Thomas Alfred Matthewj
chambers on the 13th February. I took their advice, and subse-
quently acted on that advice. As a result of that, I returned to
Hereford on the 13th, the Monday, and upon the next day, the
14th, I went in company with Dr. Ainslie, a well-known doctor
in Hereford, out to Mayfield. We were accompanied by my
managing clerk, Mr. Chivers. I there, in the presence of Dr.
Ainslie, removed that packet from the place I had put it back
to after we had found it on the 9th. First of all I opened the.
drawer in order to show them it was apparently empty before I
actually removed the packet. I pulled it out 4 inches, and as far
as you could see there was nothing to be seen. Dr. Ainslie also
tried to put it up into the place where I had found it. We then
removed it and placed it in a tin. The tin was sealed up and a
paper put round it, and it was brought back to Hereford, when
it was opened by Dr. Ainslie and another medical man, and a
certain amount extracted to be sent away to an analyst. It was
first of all weighed, and it was found to be 2 ounces less 15
grains. The small amount having been removed from it for the
purpose of analysis, the remainder was put back again into the
tin and sealed up, and it remained sealed up until the seals were
broken by Sir H. Curtis Bennett the other day. The case was
adjourned until the 17th February, when expert evidence was
called, Dr. Spilsbury and two others. On the 17th February I made
a search in the cupboard on the left-hand side of the fireplace,
but I found nothing of importance. On the 24th March I again
went to Mayfield, and on that occasion I brought away some test-
ing glasses/ I also brought away a great number of homoeopathic
empty bottles.
Cross-examined by Mr. vachell—When you went to May-
field on the 1st January did you go there for the express purpose
of finding a packet of white arsenic?—That was one of the pur-
poses, I will not say express purposes—or, rather, seeing if it
was there. The drawing-room was the first room that we entered,
and then we went to the study. We did not make any search in
the drawing-room. I remember asking Miss Pearce to open
drawers in the bureau in the drawing-room as well as in the
study. She opened them. We then went to the study, where the
bureau was. I knew beforehand of the existence of this little
centre cupboard, and I knew that at the bottom of that little cup-
board there was a drawer. One of the objects of my visit was to
explore that drawer.
For the purpose of obtaining from there a packet of white
arsenic ?—No.
For what purpose?—For the purpose of seeing if it was there.
That is the same reason?—No, if it had been there I do not
know that I should have obtained it.
Let us say for the purpose of ascertaining if it was there?—
Yes, if it was, I do not know that I should have removed it; I
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